
 
  

  
   

 
  

   
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
  

   
  

 
  

 
   

 
  

  
   

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

MLA Format 
1.) General Guidelines: 
•Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper. 
•Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font (e.g. Times New Roman). The font size should be 12 pt. 
• Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise instructed by your instructor). 
•Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. 
•Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin. MLA recommends that you use the Tab key as 
opposed to pushing the Space Bar five times. 
•Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner. 
•Use italics throughout your essay for the titles of longer works and, only when absolutely necessary, providing 
emphasis. 

2.) Formatting the First Page of Your Paper 
•Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested. 
• In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, 
be sure to use double-spaced text. 
• Double space again and center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks; write the 
title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters. 
• Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text: Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play; Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking" 
• Double space between the title and the first line of the text. 
•Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space with a page number; 
number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.). 

3.) Basic in-text citation rules 
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as parenthetical citation. 
This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses after a quote or a paraphrase. 

a.) General Guidelines 
•The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source medium (e.g. Print, Web, 
DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited (bibliography) page. 
•Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on the Works Cited page. 

b.) In-text citations: Author-page style 
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page 
number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should 
appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses 
following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text 
of your sentence. 
For example: 
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263). 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 



  
  

 
 

  
 
   

  
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
    
 

  
 

 

 
 

    
  

 
 

    
  

  
 

 
   

 
  

 
 
 

Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information in the sentence 
can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more information about this 
source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the following 
information: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford UP, 1967. Print. 

c.) In-text citations for print sources with no known author 
When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place the title in 
quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g. plays, books, television 
shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number. 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has "more readily accessible 
climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global 
Warming" 6). 

In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the article appears in 
the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which appears first at the left-hand margin 
of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes the title in quotation marks as the signal phrase in 
the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader directly to the source on the Works Cited page. The Works Cited 
entry appears as follows: 

"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early Signs. 1999. Web. 23 Mar. 2009. 

We'll learn how to make a Works Cited page in a bit, but right now it's important to know that parenthetical citations 
and Works Cited pages allow readers to know which sources you consulted in writing your essay, so that they can 
either verify your interpretation of the sources or use them in their own scholarly work. 

d.) Citing non-print or sources from the Internet 
With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you have completed 
in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for scholarly work (reference the 
OWL's Evaluating Sources of Information resource), some Web sources are perfectly acceptable for research. When 
creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or Internet sources, remember that your citation must reference the 
source in your Works Cited. 

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because of the absence 
of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of parenthetical citation at all. For electronic 
and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines: 
•Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the citation (e.g. author 
name, article name, website name, film name). 
•You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s print preview function. 
•Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the appropriate entry, do not 
include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name of the site includes, for example, a domain 
name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com as opposed to writing out http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com 

http:http://www.forbes.com
http:http://www.cnn.com
http:Forbes.com


   
 

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

4.) MLA Works Cited Page 
a.) Basic rules 
•Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch 
margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper. 
•Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the 
words Works Cited at the top of the page. 
•Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 
•Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches to create a hanging indent. 
•List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 
through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50. Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span 
of pages. 

b.) Listing author names 
Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for entire edited collections, editor names). Author 
names are written last name first; middle names or middle initials follow the first name: 

Burke, Kenneth 

Levy, David M. 

Wallace, David Foster 

c.) Work with no known author 
Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened version of the title in the parenthetical 
citations in your paper. In this case, Boring Postcards USA has no known author: 

Baudrillard, Jean. Simulacra and Simulations. [...] 

Boring Postcards USA. [...] 

Burke, Kenneth. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...] 

d.) Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 
Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Not every 
Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the following information as 
possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 
•Author and/or editor names (if available) 
•Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 
•Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. 
• Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue numbers. 
•Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
•Take note of any page numbers (if available). 
•Medium of publication. 
•Date you accessed the material. 
•URL (if required, or for your own personal reference; MLA does not require a URL). 

The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 2010. Web. May 12, 2015. 




